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Have you noticed this sign near the
Orangutan yard?

an Help o angutang Through Sqjqy Media,
S[laring Photos op videos of people = & “
!ﬂ/llh Primates can give the false .
Impression that they make sood,
-Pets; or that they can be
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Let’s look
into this a
bit more...
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Why This Matters

Global Crisis
e Wildlife trafficking is a huge

global problem worth billions
of dollars annually

Targeted Species
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@ rarrots, primates, and otters
are among the most targeted
animals online

Social Media Effect

Social media makes it easier
than ever to buy and sell wild
animals

Hidden Complicity

Many people don’t realize
they’re part of the problem

by engaging
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Why These Animals?

>

They’re adorable —
and that's the problem

Videos of baby monkeys
and otters go viral

People start wanting them
as pets

Traffickers rush to meet
the demand



How Social Media Plays a Role

0-0-20-0

Content Desire Sellers Instant
Spreads Grows Emerge Contact
Cute videos of Posts make wild Traffickers hide in Buyers can reach
exotic pets go viral animals look like plain sight among sellers with a
across platforms easy, lovable pets legitimate posts single message

The cycle of viral content -> demand - trafficking repeats with every share



How Traffickers
Hide

Coded Language
Words like “re-homing” or
“adoption” disguise illegal sales

Private Messages

Move conversations to encrypted
apps to avoid detection

Fake Rescues

Pretend animals are “rescues”
to appear legitimate

Emoji Codes
Use emojis instead of words to
bypass platform filters




Otters in the Trade

09, Asian small-clawed otters
- -
are especially targeted

Viral videos and “otter cafés”
fuel demand

e Most pet otters are taken
from the wild

v Families are torn apart
during capture
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Why Otters Don’t Make Good Pets
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Space | Noise l Stress Outcome
They need big They’re loud, | They get ~ Many end up
pools and lots of social, and | stressed and ' abandoned or
room to roam - extremely active aggressive in ‘ dead within

animals home | months
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The Bigger Impact (s |
% Wild populations shrink as animals

are removed from habitats

Ecosystems get thrown off
balance without key species

v Sanctuaries and rescue centers
struggle to keep up
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Veterinary checks and health screenings are
bypassed. Human health risks include parasites
and harmful bacteria that are spread by otters.



What’s Being Done
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0 Platform Bans Q Al Detection
Major platforms ban &3 Altools try to detect
wildlife sales — but and flag illegal posts
enforcement is spotty automatically
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e International Law Q NGO Tracking
International laws like CITES Conservation organizations
protect many endangered track and report trafficking
species activity




How You Can Help

Spread the
Sharing Posts Word

Don’t share Use built-in Awareness saves
videos of wild reporting features lives — share the
animals as pets on major truth with friends
— even if they platforms to flag and family
look cute suspicious posts

Support

Support wildlife
rescue and global
conservation
groups working to
save trafficked
animals
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